The patient states that his previous health was He struggled to be released from the pressure maintained on the wound, but never quite recovered consciousness.
The pulse was small and weak and respiration shallow. After the wound had been opened and cauterised he never moved, and died apparently from shock four hours after the operation.
During operation it was found that the attachments of the tumour were deeper than had been suspected. It was adherent to the posterior arch of the atlas, to the axis and the 3rd cervical vertebra. One of the vertebrae was exposed and denuded, but the cord itself and its membranes were untouched. On post-mortem examination the denuded bone was found to be part of the posterior arch of the atlas, The left articulating process with an inch of the arch had been absorbed to a greater or In the case now under consideration some unknown constitutional factor converted an inflammatory effusion into a sarcoma.
As to the cause of death, it is possible that the sudden removal of pressure on the medulla, or some strain in it during removal of the tumour, produced the fatal issue.
The blood lost did not exceed six or eight ounces, and did not affect the issue.
